
 

                                    
 

Diego Saenz records his third consecutive leading rider 
title at Evangeline Downs  

 
Opelousas, Louisiana –Diego Saenz, the 34-year-old native of Chihuahua, Mexico outdistanced a 
talented and deep riding colony en route to recording his third-consecutive leading rider title and 
fourth in the past five years at Evangeline Downs Racetrack & Casino at the recently concluded 
84-night spring/summer racing season.  
 
Always at the top of the standings after a quick start, Saenz put an exclamation on the season by 
winning six races on the final two nights of the meet to give him a grand total of 126 wins from 
just 482 mounts, an impressive 26% winning percentage. In a memorable season in which Saenz 
recorded his 1,000th career victory and also captured his first Evangeline Mile (winning aboard 
Brethren for trainer Steve Asmussen), the fan favorite’s mounts finished in the top three more 
than 57% of the time, which helped him establish a new seasonal record for earnings with a total 
of $1.982 million. Colby Hernandez and Gerard Melancon, 2012’s second and third place jockeys, 
duplicated their finishes from a year ago with Hernandez registering 82 victories and earnings of 
more than $1.336 million, while Melancon visited the winner’s circle 74 times with his mounts 
earning more than $1.372 million in purse money. Joe Patin Jr & Emanuel Nieves rounded out the 
top five with 65 and 45 wins, respectively. 
 
After receiving his commemorative trophy during the closing night festivities Saenz stated “It was 
another memorable season for me here at Evangeline Downs. To celebrate, my wife and I are 
taking a week-long cruise visiting three countries including Mexico. After that it’s right back to 
work getting ready for the upcoming season at Delta Downs which starts on Friday, October 11). 
 
In the race for the trainer’s title, it was no race at all as Karl Broberg dominated right from the 
start to jump out to an insurmountable lead over perennial rivals Sam Breaux & Keith Bourgeois. 
Broberg, a 42-year-old Arlington, TX resident was winning at an unbelievable 50% rate for the 
opening two months of the season before slowly down slightly, eventually finishing up with 78 wins 
from just 237 starts, a strike rate of 33%. To put into perspective just how dominant Broberg was, 
his win total exceeded Breaux’s and Bourgeois’ combined. In addition, his runners finished in-the-
money an amazing 62% of the time and earned more than $937,000 in purse money. Bourgeois 
and Breaux, who finished one-two in the standings for four consecutive seasons before the 
emergence of Broberg, both had their usual solid seasons with Breaux’s runners hitting the 
winner’s circle 41 times, and Bourgeois’ runners recording 36 wins. Corale Richards, with 34 
wins, and Brett Brinkman, with 26 wins, also repeated their finishes from last year and rounded 
out the top five in the standings. 
 
Unitas, trained by Brett Brinkman, won the Need for Speed Stakes and the Louisiana Legends 
Night Sprint en route to being named Horse-of-the-Meet. The Louisiana bred five-year-old son of 
Sunday Break also won an allowance race during the summer earning more than $111,000 for his 
owner Dale Ladner. Veteran Mark Guidry was his regular rider and aboard for all of the geldings 
wins. 
 
Live racing will return to the Opelousas, La. oval on Wednesday, October 2, 2013 with the start of 
the fall quarter horse season. The 46-night meet will have a four-evening a week schedule, 
primarily Wednesday-Saturday with a couple of exceptions and will have a first post of 5:40 p.m. 
Central Time thru Saturday, December 19, 2013. 
 
Full-card simulcasting will continue daily.   
                                                          
For more information contact Evangeline Downs at 337-594-3000. 
 



 

 

 


